Why Does God Allow People to Suffer?
Where Does Suffering Come From?
What does our loving God want for His human children?
Luke 4:18
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed..."
Psalm 16:11
You will show me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.
1 John 3:1
Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of
God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.
In contrast, how does the Bible describe the intentions of the enemy of God?
Isaiah 14:12-15
"How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the
ground, you who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the
congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will
be like the Most High.' Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit."
John 8:44
"You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it."

John 10:10
"The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I [Jesus Christ] have come that
they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly."
Revelation 12:9-10, 12
So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. Then I heard a loud
voice saying in heaven, "Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power
of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day
and night, has been cast down...
"Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and
the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a
short time."
How did Satan influence our first parents?
Genesis 3:1-6
Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field, which the Lord God had made. And
he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" And
the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of
the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch
it, lest you die.'" Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. For God knows that
in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with
her, and he ate.
Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death
spread to all men, because all sinned...
Even though God gives us free will, does He tell us what choice He wants us to make?
Deuteronomy 30:15-19

"See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, in that I command you today to love
the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His
judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the Lord your God will bless you in the land which
you go to possess. But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and
worship other gods and serve them, I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall
not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. I call
heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing
and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live..."
Since sin causes suffering, does that mean the person who is suffering is always responsible
for his or her own suffering?
Luke 13:2-5
And Jesus answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners
than all other Galileans, because they suffered such things? I tell you, no; but unless you repent
you will all likewise perish. Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do
you think that they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, no;
but unless you repent you will all likewise perish."
Matthew 23:37
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have
longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you
were not willing.
Ecclesiastes 9:11
I returned and saw under the sun that—the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong,
nor bread to the wise, nor riches to men of understanding, nor favor to men of skill; but time and
chance happen to them all.

How Should God's People Respond to Suffering?
What is suffering good for?
1 Peter 1:6-7

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by
various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that
perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of
Jesus Christ...
James 1:2-4
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith
produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking nothing.
What does God promise His people?
1 Corinthians 10:13
No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the
way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
Matthew 11:28-29
"Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon
you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls."
1 Peter 5:7
...casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
Romans 8:18, 28
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us...
And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the
called according to His purpose.
What does God want us to do for others who are suffering?
Galatians 6:2
Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Hebrew 2:17-18
Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and
faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For
in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.
When will all suffering end?

Revelation 21:4
"And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away."

